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LO;IG BEACH. 

1. D. Gaches ,  L o c a l  Brznci? I'.ianager, was u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n c ? .  Y e  w i l l  b e  
i n t e r v i e w e d  l a t e r ,  

2. C la remont  I n d u s t r i e s ,  a C o n n e c t i c u t  Company,. now s u b m i t s  d i r e c t  b i d s  
t o  t h e  GSA. J N  i s  a  s u b c o n t r a c t o r  t o  C l a r e m o n t .  How f a r  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  
g o e s  hack  i s  unknown. They b e l i e v e  t h a t  C l a r e s o n t  s u b m i t t e d  b i 2 s  t o  t h e  Navy 
i n  1960 .  Bob C l a r k  a t  W . H . Q .  was s t a t e d  t o  b e  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h i s  p r o c e s s .  

3. Thorpe  I n s u l a t i o n  u s e  t o  be  c a l l e d  P l a n t  Rubber  a n d  P.sSestos w h e r e  t h e  
name was changed  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n p e t i t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  when t h e  J o h n s - f l a n v i l l e  
Contracting-Unit-Frarichise was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  T h o r p e .  J i m  Reed U s e  t o  work 
a t  Thorpe  f rom 1357 t o  1 9 6 0 .  I l e  s t a t e s  when t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  Johns -14anv i l l e  
p r o d u c t s  t h e y  u s e  t o  s e l l  Pabco  and 1:aylo. J.  C o r d e l l  i s  t h e  Thorpe  V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t  and  v e r y  k n o w l e d g a b l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A r t  I:.?illians, Jr. w a s  t h e  
Mar ine  manager f o r  T h o r p e ,  a n d  i s  a l s o  v e r y  k n o w l e d g a b l e .  J o h n  J;nudson i s  
t h e  c o n t r o l l e r  who would h a v e  t h e  r e c o r d s .  A Roger  Bean i s  now r e t i r e d  f r o m  
Thorpe and a 3 r a . c ~  R i l e y  ( p h o n e  C34-7294) is now i n  C a r s o n  and a l s o  i s  v e r y  
knowledgab le .  
,_.. 

'! S i d  C a r p e n t e r  I n s u l a t i c n  Company was a  M a r i n e  I n s u l a t i o n  C o n t r a c t o r .  
E i s  c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s  i s  528 N o r t h  :!arine Avenue, W i l m i n g t o n .  lie s t a r t e d  d u r i n g  
World War .I1 w o r k i n g  f o r  Todd S h i p y a r d ,  where  had  had s c a c e  b u t  l a t e r  moved 
t o  a  s e p a r a t e  l o c a t i o n .  Whether  or n o t  h e  s u b m i t t e d  b i d s  t o  L.B.K.S. i s  
unknown. d~ 

5. Owens-Corning C o n t r a c t i n g  a n 2  S u p p l y ,  t h e s e  two com?anies  a r e  now s p l i '  
i n t o  a C o n t r a c t i n g  Company a n 2  a Supp ly  Conpany. Reed s t a t e s  t h e y  t o o k  
J M  p r o d u c t s  and r e b r a n d e d  them,  u s i n g  t h e  Xaylo  name a n d  Owens-Corning c a r t o n s  
Owens-Corning b r o u g h t  M a r i n e  E n g i n e e r i n g  i n  1 9 5 0  t o  1 9 5 1  which  was t h e  
~ r i n a r y  s u p p l i e r  t o  I , . B . N . S ,  

6.  George Cheap i s  a F l u o r  I ianayer .  F l u o r  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a  good c u s t o m e r  
o f  J o h n s - f i a n v i l l e ' s .  H e  s o l d  p r o d u c t s  t o  P n i l i p  C a r e y ,  Pabco F i b e r b o a r d ,  a n d  
P l a n t  Rubber and  A s b e s t o s .  Reed i s  g o i n g  t o  c a l l  h i n  t o  s e t  up a m e e t i n g  t o  
see what  w e  c a n  d i s c o v e r  c o n c e r n i n g  p r o d u c t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a t  L.B.H.S. 

7. Bruce  P a r k e r  i s  a Johns-1 , lanvi l le  S e a l a n t  S a l e s m a n  who knows a b o u t  
a s b e s t o s  c l o t h .  H e  i s  now a t  t h e  Long Beach p l a n t ,  phone  834-6471. 

8 ,  B i l l  
c a n  b e  f o u n d  
P r e s i d e n t .  

~ e c k e ;  
a t  the  

i s  a  r e t i r e d  J o h n s - M a n v i l l e  
Q u a r t e r  C e n t u r y  Club,  I l a r g e  

D i s t r i c t  r,lanager. His a d d r e s s  ... 
O t D o n a l d  i s  t h e  c u r r e n t  I?: 



3 .  C e r a f i b e r  r e p l a c e d  t h e  l o o s e  bu lk  a s b e s t o s  f i b e r  abou t  t e n  y e a r s  ago .  
T h e r e  i s  a l s o  C e r a f e l t  which i s  a  b l a n k e t  made o f  r e f r a c t o r y  f i b e r  which i s  
I-4le f i b e r g l a s s .  It i s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  were  3 0  p e r c e n t  n o r e  ex- 

\ s i ve  t h a n  a s b e s t o s  m a t e r i a l s  and were n o t  u sed  by t h e  1:avy due t o  t h e  
:os t .  These p r o d u c t s  have  been a v a i l a b l e  s i n c e  t h e  s i x t i e s .  

-0. Cobb was a  v e r y  s m a l l  l o c a l  mani i fac ture r  o f  a s b e s t o s  p r o d u c t s .  They 
ire b e l i e v e d  t o  have s o l d  a s b e s t o s  p r o d : ~ c t s  t o  L .E .N .S . ,  h u t  a r e  now o u t  of  
:he b u s i n e s s .  

-1. Asbes tos  c l o t h  was s o l d  i n  t h r e e  t h i c k n e s s e s ,  a  b l a n k e t  i s  t n i c k e r  
:han c l o t h .  

. 2 .  There  i s  a  Johns-!-lanvil le  o l d  mar ine  c a t a l o g  i n  Denver which d e s c r i b e s  
:he p r o d u c t s  f o r  m a r i n e  u s e ,  

. 3 .  85 p e r c e n t  magnesia  was made i n  b l o c k s  and i n  c y l i n d e r s .  I t  was 
aeplaced l a t e r  w i t h  t h e r m o b e s t o s  and was made a t  t h e  Wakeeqan p l a n t ,  
!veryone made i t .  I t  was r e p l a c e d  by t h e r m o b e s t o s  a s  t h e  8 5  p e r c e n t  magnesia  
: e i l i n g  was t o o  h i g h .  

. 4 .  Johns-1,:anville t r i e d  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  85 p e r c e n t  magnesia  b u s i n e s s  
because it was n o t  v e r y  p r o f i t a b l e .  Reed a d v i s e s  t h e  Navy and GSA i n s i s t e d  
~ n  Johns-Manvi l le  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  p roduce  t h i s  p r o d u c t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r m o b e s t o s  
ras less d u s t y .  The w o r k e r s  l i k e d  85 p e r c e n t  magnes ia  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  mold it 
5 t h  t h e i r  hands .  

-- ', With r e s p e c t  t o  cemen t s ,  t h i s  was a r y  a s b e s t o s  m i x t u r e  which w a s  
.,xed w i t h  w a t e r  t o  form a cement  a t  t h e  work s i t e .  - 

0352 was a  f i n i s h i n g  cement which t h e  i n s t a l l e r s  mixed w i t h  
P o r t l a n d  cement and  o n l y  had t o  p u t  on one  c o a t .  

450 w a s  an  i n s u l a t i o n  cement which r e q u i r e d  a second c o a t .  

352 w a s  a f i n i s h i n g  cement.  . 
C u r r e n t  cement numbers a r e  375 and 4 6 0  which are n o n a s b e s t o s  cemen t s .  

6 .  Gus Poc ius ,  c u r r e n t  p r o d u c t  manager a t  t h e  Denver o f f i c e  (303)  773-2400 
x t e n s i o n  1223 was t h e  p r o d u c t  manager f o r  t h e r m o b e s t o s  and 85 p e r c e n t  . 
~ a g n e s i a  l o c a l l y .  

7. % Gordy h'yman, a  J!1 sales r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  now l i v e s  i n  S c o t t s d a l e .  H e  , 

ormer ly  worked a s  an a s b e s t o s  worker  a t  L.3.N.S. H i s  phone nurcber i s  (602)  
48-2860, 

8. Knowledgable Todd employees  a r e  Cob B r o n l e y  and Karge Boyle. 

9 .  J o b e  and a  Don  inm man were  b o t h  s t a t e d  t o  be r e t i r e d  J M  S e n i o r  
f f i c i a l s ,  who w e r e  v e r y  knowledgable  and who w e r e  i n  t h e  L.A. area i n  t h e  
" =ties. 



20 .  Ken Thomsen i s  a Jz4 D i s t r i c t  !.lanager. H e  i s  cl lr :ently i n  E o u s t o n  
L 7 1 3 )  869-4681. H e  worked. f o r  J o b e  a t  one  t i n e .  * 

, 

2 1 .  ?.:arine ~ n ~ i n e e r i n g  had a f a c i l i t y  o u t s i d e  t h e  J o h n s - K a n v i l l e  Long 
Beach p l a n t .  I t  was p u r c h a s e d  by Owens-Corning. S c o t t y  ?leechurn s e t  u ~  t h e  
p l a n t .  H c  c u r r e n t l y  works  f o r  Owens-Corning i n  t h e  bay a r e a .  

2 2 .  Lynch Asbes to s  Company i s  a n o t h e r  m a n u f a c t u r e r  who c o u l d  h a v e  g o t t e n  
raw m a t e r i a l s  from o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  

23. J o s l y n  Baum i s  now r e t i r e d .  H e  u sed  t o  work f o r  P l a n t  Rubber and  
Asbes tos ,  now Thorpe I n s u l a t i o n .  

2 4 .  Bob C l a r k  would have  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  
3 s b e s t o s  p r o d u c t s  and now t h e y  have  ove r - l apped  w i t h  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  non- 
3 s b e s t o s  p r o d u c t s  which would p e r f o r m  t h e  same f u n c t i o n .  

25. M i l t  Minear i s  r e t i r e d .  Ire r a n  A c c u r a t e  I n s u l a t i o n  Company and 
>ought  a s b e s t o s  2 r o d u c t s  from Cobb. Ile was a l s o  a d i s t r i b u t o r  f o r  lv'ebber 
18 p r o d u c t s  which became 4 8 - I n s u l a t i o n .  

26. ~ a n k  Jloreno is a Johns- : lanvi l le  S e n i o r  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
7 . H . Q .  who i s  s t a t e d  t o  be v e r y  knowledgable..  

! 7 .  P .  J. G a r t l e y  i s  now i n  San l l a t eo  and is a knowledgable  Johns -Manv i l l e  
tmployee. 

:LC : bfm 

Comp t o n ,  Jr. 



Johns-Manville Internal Correspondence 

TO: R. D. Batson 2-20 Date: Nov. 21, 1985 

From: P. S .  Moor@/ 2-19 

/' 
Copier: K.O. Patterson,' B.J. Diemer (2-20) 

Subject: 85% Mag 

Further to my conversation with Jim Reed about the manufacture 
of 85% mag, I talked to Gus Pocius. 

Gus said that in his recollection the manufacture ofc85% maq 
-was discontinued at Manville about 1959 but it was produced-_ 
possibly as late as the mla-lYbO's at WauKegan. The Navy and 

85% mag in tneir specs at that time but JM did not 
continue to manufacture the product only for the government; 
there were private buyers that preferred 85% mag also. The 
decision was made that once 85% mag fell below $ million in 
sales it would be discontinued. 

ofk 



Manville Internal Correspondence 
To 

R. D. Batson 2-20 Nov. 14, 1985 
Clare 

From P. S. Moore 2-20 

Cop~es. K. 0. Patterson, B. J. Diemer (2-20) 

Subject Conversation .with Jim Reed 

Today I spoke with Jim Reed who had been interviewed in 
1979 by E.L. Compton of Haight, Dickson. Mr. Reed is now at 
the Vernon, California District Center; his phone number is 
(213) 578-4707. 

The reason for my call was to get more information 
about the comment he made in the '79 interview about the 
Navy or GSA insisting that JM continue to manufacture 85% 
Mag. Reed remembered the comment and said that 85% Mag had 
not been sold for quite some time on the West Coast and in 
1967 he went on a trip to visit the Defiance, Manville, and 
Waukegan plants, and at that time he saw 85 Mag being 
manufactured at Manville. He asked Gus Pocius why JM was 
still making the product and Gus told him that the Navy 
still specified it and JM had to manufacture it even though 
the company lost money. I am going to follow this up with 
Gus. 

Mr. Reed was employed at the JM Contract Unit in 
Vernon, CA from about 1954 to 1957 and worked for J.B. Jobe 
and Ken Thomson. Around 1957 the Contract Unit was turned 
over to Thorpe because JM wanted to get out of the contract 
business in that area. The reason that JM started a contract 
unit in Vernon was that OCF came into the area and took the 
JM distributor away from JM so the company had to have its 
own unit t~ assure sales in the area. 

Reed worked for Thorpe from 1957 to 1960 and was in 
private business from 1960-1966. He then returned to JM as a 
sales rep for the Industrial Products Division. I believe he 
now works for Roofing - I'm having his employment record 
pulled. 

While a sales rep for IPD, he made calls to LBNS an 
average of 3-4 times a month. The purpose of his calls was 
to find out what bids on insulation were coming up, and to 
give the information to Thorpe to prepare a bid. Reed would 
distribute product literature to the shipyard on his visits. 
Sometimes he ,would go alone and sometimes he would be 
accompanied by a Thorpe representative. He recalls no direct 
sales by JM to LBNS but thinks that direct sales could be 
made. The JM products he recalls being used at LBNS are 
Thermobestos (T-12 later), cements and Cerafelt. Leonard 
Huntzel of Thorpe did some quotes to LBNS. 

Michael
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Reed's contacts at LBNS were a Charlie Walker, former 
JM Lompoc employee who was an engineer at LBNS, and a Mrs. 
Byers (or Beyers) who was in the purchasing office. Reed 
would have to go through her to get an appointment, and 
wasn't always granted an appointment. Upon entry into the 
yard, visitors were issued passes that were color coded, 
indicating what areas a visitor would be allowed in. These 
passes were checked by Marine guards to make sure that a 
visitor did not go beyond the areas indicated by the color 
of the pass. 

Sometime late in the 60's Reed became aware of the 
warning label on Thermobestos cartons. Charlie Walker at 
LBNS asked him what was the purpose of the labels and he 
told Walker that he guessed that the product could be 
harmful. He does not remember receiving any instructions 
from headquarters about the label. 

Walker remembers visiting the Pad Shop at LBNS in the 
late sixties - he saw Thermobestos being mitered and some 
dust control equipment. He was never on board a ship a t '  
LBNS. He did go on board a ship at TODD Shipyard in San 
Pedro but didn't mention seeing an installation. 

Reed said that Thorpe Insulation did apply Thermobestos 
on board ships at LBNS and Lou Sorrentino would have 
information on this. 

I asked Reed if he was familiar with a company by the 
name of Safepac, and he said that they were a distributor 
for JM refractory products and their name has changed to 
Industrial Insulations, Inc. Jerry Malone, also a former JM 
sales rep. , worked for Safepac. Malone's boss was Dick 
Strauss (sp) and they may still work there. Bill Riaski here 
at WHQ knows about the distribution of Cerafelt to 
shipyards. Chuck Hoag is the Manville District Rep for 
refractories, and is at the Long Beach Sales Office (213) 
967-1230. 

Reed says that he remembers LBNS requiring a certi- 
ficate of compliance for Thermobestos in the late 60's, but 
the material sold by Thorpe to LBNS would be the same 
material sold to private individuals. He stressed that 
whatever was sold to LBNS had to meet the spec. 

Mr. Reed was very nice, and suggested that I may want 
to talk to John Soul6 at (213) 428-7515 before he retires at 
the end of the year. He also mentioned that he had worked 
for Chilly Childers but did not know where he is now. 
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